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in comparison with the preislamic viewpoint, the islamic
viewpoint maintains that the succession of night and day is under the
control of God. It is stressed that time has no credit whatsoever.’
The islamic poetry considers time in relation to events, experiences
and living conditicons . In particular, the struggle between man and
these events takes prominence. In the islamic poetry, the image of
time is somewhat different from the pfeislamic image, in the sense
that time has been accredited new values related to the islamic

beliefs.
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Abstract
"Time in Preislamic and Islamic Poetry"

Time has often been characterized by objectivity by
scientists and historians . This study focuses not so much on
the relationship between objectivity and time considered as
succession of days and nights by historians and scientists, but
on the concepts provided by poets who stressed the relationship
- I_g\cnm L
between time and human experience . PreIslamic poets hada special

viewpoint about time in which the meaning of time was almost

restricted to human misery and death.

This study has also highlighted the approach which the

Pra_islnwnc

preislamic poets followed in explaining the relationship between

time and life anddeath. For the preislamic poet, life and death

are distributed among several gods. For example, creation and

means of livelihood has been bestowed by god. He has nothing te
- Tolamc

do with death and bereavement. Obviously, the preigégm;g poet

found consolation in time, as destructive element.

This study has shown thewvarious images exploited by the

preislamic poets in the description of time such as the image of

time as the aggressive monstrous animal.
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