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- 1 -
This thesis is a study of the Foetry of Jihad in

Almohades era,

n

fx

St

It consists of five chapters, an introduction
a conclusion .
In the introduction , twere is a general survey
the Folitical , social and cultural life under Almohades
“rule.
* The first chapter deals with the Islamic concep
tion of the nature of conflict between Moslems and the
Crusaders and the role of poetry in reflcctimg this
conflict, The fight against crusaders is envisaged as
" Jihad" motivated by religious belief and orientated to
defend the lMoslem faith throug defending Islamic rule.
This religious svirit is explicitly reflectcd in th1e
poetry of Jihad and manifisted itself in different wavs,

The Arabic tribes, inhabiting North Africa 3
played a significant nart in defending Islam through
"Jihad " . Thus ,Poets did not fail to discribe and praise
this contribution on the part of these tribes y ¥ithin
the context of " Jihad" and Islamic bonds.

** The second chapter reveals the concent of the

" Hero" as discribed in the Poetry of Jihad. Heroesm in
this context is basecd merely on individual extra-ordinary
merits and attributes as much on collective efforts. Thus,
although a hero starts as an individual y 1e ends up a
model reflecting the general ideals of t-e koslan hero.
AR The third chanter throws light on the nicture of
the Crusaders asconceived in t-e Jihad noetry under Almohm-
ades.

Crusaders arce discribed with much contempt but,
nevertieless undorestimating their danger anrd rea
strength . Poetry gives detailaed victure of teir utmost
brutality in war and in tueir treatmemt of Moslems, in
order to provole the Moslem feelirg agninest tmem and to

envoke the spirit of " Ji*ad" among Moslems.
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The poetry of Jihad also nortrayed tie Crusaders

army @ its size the different weanons used t
. 1 o

nerehy its
leaders and organisation.,
*ok Chapter four dizcusses t-e role of the nootry of

Jihad'iildepicting the =major events of the conflict betwean

Moslems and crusaders. It also examines the v

of Thesis Deposit

alidity of this
poetry as a source of historical
* ko ok ok

information.

Chaptor five concludas the main body of the thesis

with an evalution of the poetry of Jihad in this period:

both in terms of its functional role and artistic style,
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