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Abstract

The Semantics-Pragmatics Interface Role in the Interpreta-

tion of Syntactic Discourse

Within the framework of integrated pragmatics, this pa-
per aims to reread the role of meaning in the interpretation
of Syntactic Discourse by examining two types of meanings:
(i) the semantic meaning and (ii) the pragmatic meaning. The
first one depends on the linguistic competence of the speak-
er while the second on the meaning derived from the implic-
it discourse, depending on the assumptions provided by the
context about the speaker’s intention. To this end, the paper
analyses a number of syntactic constructions that were con-
sidered by the Arabic grammatical tradition in order to pro-
vide evidence indicating that the sematic meaning is not al-
ways enough in the interpretation of syntactic constructions
because the situation affects the speaker’s choices, thus giv-
ing a significant role to the pragmatic meaning in the inter-
pretation of syntactic discourse.

Key words: Integrated pragmatics, syntactic discourse, se-
mantic meaning, pragmatic meaning, implicit discourse, the
Arabic grammatical tradition, context, situation.
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Abstract

In this paper, we aimed to examine Ronald W. Langack-
er’s approach to prepositions and coordination conjunctions
through his book “Cognitive grammar: a basic introduction”.
We highlighted the principles and fundamentals of Langack-
er's approach that make it different from the previous ap-
proaches. We mentioned how he demolished the traditional
categorization of grammatical classes, and removed the fixed
boundaries between the universal grammatical categories.
We have also presented Langacker’s classification based on
new parameters as well as the solutions that he proposed for
some problematic cases of coordination with conjunction. We
concluded that conjunction, even if it looks as a synthetic tool,
is a symbolic unit implying complex mental processes. This
arises in the speaker’s mind and is interpreted by the receiver.

Keywords : prepositions, coordination conjunctions, cogni-
tive grammar
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Abstract

The objective of this paper is to answer a current/old prob-
lem related to the nature of human knowledge. Firstly, Plato's
vision of unity of thought and multilingualism will be dis-
cussed. Then, al-Sirafi's concept which denies unity of thought
and calls for the multiplicity of thought in multilingualism
will be discussed. Afterwards, the topic will be approached
from the perspective of cognitive sciences that made it possi-
ble to discover what behaviorists consider to be a black box. In
this context, Chomsky and Fodor argue that the mind consists
of a set of independent, specialized and interacting modular-
ity among them, under what Jackendoff calls the conceptual
structure. It will be shown that the alliance between cogni-
tive sciences (e.g. linguistics, philosophy, artificial intelligence,
anthropology, and computer) has contributed to a knowledge
revolution which aims at explaining how the human brain/

mind works.

Keywords: Body, knowledge, Cognitive Sciences, Modular-
ity, Mind.
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Abstract

The purpose of the present paper is to use general and spe-
cialized data bases in the study of Arabic. The use of the Arabic
verb (wajaba, ie. must) is chosen as an example for this study
to explore its syntactic and semantic features and see wheth-
er it is used in distributive or a modal way. This cannot be
achieved without resorting to large linguistic data bases. For
this end, two data bases have been selected: one described as
“specialized”, prepared by the present author and including
a set of Arabic legal texts containing more than 40 thousand
words; and the second one described as “general” and includ-
ing the Arabic Language Data Base of KACST, and the Sketch
Engine Data base. The most recurring syntactic structures fea-
turing the use of the verb (wajaba) will be explored in the first
part of this paper, while part two will be dealing with its vari-

ous syntactic and semantic features.

Key words: modal verbs, modalization, linguistic data bas-

es, recurring structures, syntactic and semantic features.
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Abstract

Using software tools and statistical methodology of corpus
linguistics, the present study addresses semantic develop-
ment in Arabic. It aims at assessing the possibility of meas-
uring the semantic development of collocations, and explore
the adequate statistical tools needed to examine the devel-
opment process of collocations. It also seeks to understand,
on the basis of corpus linguistics, the contextual implications
of collocations and explore aspects of semantic development.
On the basis of corpora representing language in real life us-
age, it applies analytical methods of natural language pro-
cessing to reach a number of conclusions, namely that seman-
tic development represents the main pillar of a language life
cycle: change, develop or become archaic. It also shows the
importance of software in the framing and interpretation of
computer-based linguistic theories, and that the study of col-
locations is an adequate way to understand the meaning of
words. Among the main recommendations advanced at the
end of this study the need to make the best use of corpus lin-
guistics in studying Arabic on various phonetic, morphologi-
cal, syntactic and semantic levels.

Keywords: semantic development, electronic corpora, col-
locations, corpus linguistics approach, contextual meanings,
statistical factor.
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Abstract:

This paper introduces the definitions of Model, Modali-
zation, and Mental Lexicon, as well as the main assumptions
and theories relating to its mental structure such as Atomic
Globule Theories and Cobwebs Theories. It will then expose
samples from lexicon models while delineating their theoret-
ical background and the categories to which they belong ac-
cording to their direct or indirect mental processes, and also
according to the psycholinguistic aims and functions which
they convey both in productive competence like retrieval
models, and selection models, or in receptive competence like
recognition models. We have in all this pointed out the spec-
ificity of each model, its strengths and weaknesses, as well
as the extent of its psychological reality. Likewise, the paper
subsumes the existence of a hidden lexical model the compo-
nents of which can be extracted by scrutinizing samples from
lexical corpora in Classical Arabic. Thus, samples from Arabic
dictionaries were analyzed which clarify the pattern of such
a model and its importance in the structuring of new lexical
models that observe the characteristics of Arabic and link the
ongoing modern lexicon study with its glorious past of Arabic
Lexicography.

Keywords: Model — Modalization — Mental Lexicon — Rec-
ognition Model — Selection Model - Atomic Globule Theories
- Cobwebs Theories.
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Abstract:

This study aims to address the writing system as one of
the most important cultural factors in the stabilization of lan-
guage. It will be found that the mind, in its attempt to build
its own image, tends to form a culture. This is indeed shown
in its effort to bring unity into everything that is different or
multiple. Thus, the essence of writing, as a cultural achieve-
ment, is to bring unity into the different and multiple sounds
of spoken speech, and the phonetic change to which speech
is subjected rarely affects this cultural achievement. A spoken
image of a written image is usually seen as a rhetorical devas-
tation, so it is necessary to soothe language by subjecting it to
the authority of the written graph in order to reduce this sub-
sequent devastation. This is a manifestation of the triumph of
the written image on the spoken image before the emergence
of modern linguistics. Saussure revealed this systematic im-
balance in which grammarians and linguists have fallen. He
precisely analyzed the impact of writing on linguistic process-
es in an attempt to identify its benefits, disadvantages and
importance. To correct the method, Saussure had to deter-
mine the true status of writing. However, this issue was not
properly evaluated by him, and was ignored by grammarians
and philosophers of language; or rather they did not pay at-

tention to its distant impact on the science they study.
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Preliminaries: A Note to Readers

A Dictianary of Seciolmpuiztics s intended a5 2 useful resource for
students, teachers and rescarchers in sociolinguistics, of any arca of
language study that takes a3 socially-aricnted approach (c.g. communica-
tion studies, language and gender, language and power, critical discourse
analysis) The dictionary is also relevant 1o the study of related areas tha
sometimes focus on language, texts o discourse, such a5 anthropelogy,
psychology and sociology. We hope that, in addition, it will mtcrest
people with an “applied’ interest in linguage, such a3 educanonists and
policy-makers.

Sociolinguistics is an exciting and acadermacally vibrant arca, marked by
increasing diversiry. A glance through the programme of any contem-
porary conference in the subject will reveal a wide range of topics and
analytical approaches, informed by divergent, and sometimes conflicting,
paradipms and Perspectives Srivmreiected-sidickoast st abioie

o : " e it

i ; d
i "'"I""'""'I Mhe-smane-a ""I'".':" be-engep — - .Iul”l"“l

mvenre-that students of socolinguntics are faced with 2 prnh'ﬂ-uu:.-n ol
terms and concepts — semErEmTTT-rRci it the e termtreed -t

. In explamang sociolinguis-
tic terminology, the dictionary will also map out the rradinons and
approaches that comprine socolipguistcs and thus help 1o locate and
contextualise torms and concepts.

Academic Coverage
The dictionary covers contemporary scolEguIstics s this has developed
since the 1960s. It also covers some earbier work in arcas such as
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diibecralegy and anrhropalagical bagunrics linguistic ambropology 1hat
are eehevant o CoRMCMpsary SEERIREEBIS, b ey
appeogshes, the dictionary adops 3 broad coveragr. It inchades v amous
approsches to the snady of lanpesge varanon snd change, lenewspe
T T ey hingeal languags werlseperprenierer
—wrbia (bt wctally orienond amalves of boyt and disooune, crineal
lamguage study, sperrisesenter—snch—a linguage srd gonder, lacreo,
inbercubiural commusicatson iad islormationsl glebal linguiges, appleed
arcas wach ss lasguage policy amd plannieg, and language in oducation
Wihsere approprasiy, entnes inslase changes and dilferences im the use
of verms, sod-ecste-thew-wrhrprrieeter-rettoer ol tageTT bt
L L R T e e
B P T "
4 =
o ot : spport—critcal-engapeovent—snd

The dictiosary includes technical terms thar we think have some
currency en socsolingmistics, and that resders arc Bkely to cncousiter -
seademer-sevty 11 docs not inchode tesms that are highly specific tre=
shat-hevrSmitad sl by s-thorddawariowie

et A I vl

—eteabrdiabeciripla. We have puid particulsr attention te resms that
are 'I;'I-n.l differemily within dufferent radigions leg ducowrse, rexe,
' ],

“rnﬂtauﬂmﬂwﬂmhhnmﬂh
reparciod av foundatimal within socwolinguista feg. Labov, Hymes)

sudy fe.p. Bakhain, Fomuult). P s remscont o me e

Wmﬂ-ﬁ'-m For a fuller lisg ol L
mylingundic fgures, e Rigend Nleushaic®s {2000 ) Lﬁumlf:;_wﬂ

acdia of Secvalmpuritsc
We mﬂ'm-w

Riaa i - B
Dhaviad Crysal's { M2y ﬂ...;.,—,}.quil
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irmrllinnti-ur!:lmlr (-scaling) A method for data representation. Also
?H l:mﬂ_rmn scalogram analysis (Gurtman, 194). Implica-
tianal m'h_n; was firse used in linguistics by David DeCamp (1971)
in I'ms. analysis of the Jamaican Crine correans ts-show-theordered—
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