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Abstract
Khalwada, Mohammad Ali al-Nazzal. The Reference of the Disputed
Pronoun in Qur’an Interpretation: “Critical Analytical Study”. Ph.D.
Dissertation-Yarmouk University. 2011 (Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Mohammad
Ibrahim al-Shafei)

The purpose of this study is to identify the disputable referential
pronoun in the Koranie interpretation by defining the meaning of
referential pronoun, major types and cases, identifies related disputable
issues, evidence and cogency of referential pronoun for interpreters,

significant effects, including miraculous and sectarian effects. This study

includes an introductory and three major chapters.

The introductory chapter outlined the concept of referential pronoun,

both agreed and disagreed upon, pronoun-reference cases in terms of

forward, backward, and congruence.

Chapter one discussed reasons why interpreters differed Qur'an
regarding referential pronoun. Eight reasons were demonstrated: difference
of readings, difference of narration, multiplicity of inflection cases,
difference between grammatical schools, varied understanding by
interpreters of evidence and how should be applied, difference in
interpreting apparently paradoxical verses, sometime difficulty of

identifying referential pronoun, because of proximity in strength, and
finally difference between creed sects to which interpreters belong.

Chapter two discussed major evidence and weigh reference for
interpreters including: transmitted evidence of the Holy Koran, Quran,
reasons of revelation, Sunna, and proverbs related from the ancestors
“Salaf’, and using inferences derive from interpretation rules that have to
do with referential pronoun such rules as “pronoun refers to nearest

predicate unless indicated otherwise”, “pronoun refers to first narrator
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unless indicated otherwise™, “for consecutive pronouns, there is only one
reference to preclude disruption”, “predicate pronoun to explicit rather than
implicit third person”, “it is reasonable for a pronoun preceded by many
probable references that could be a composite, to refer to them all”, “no
pronoun would refer to a predicate if other was probable”, and make
inferences based on general interpretation rules such as “interpretation of
the Allah’s words in consistent with the conventionally used Koranic
term”, “Allah’s words shall be interpreted with most eloquent Arabic words
and most commonly used unless otherwise indicated”, “words shall be
referred to real rather than metaphorical meaning”, “Originally, Allah’s
words shall be interpreted by the surface meaning unless evidence
indicated otherwise’, inference by context, verse structure, eloquent
meaning, and clues, both context and language clues.

Chapter three demonstrated major consequences of disputable
referential pronoun; both consequences related to rhetoric miraculous
evidence, and consequences related to sects. This study showed that the
controversy regarding referential pronoun is a form of miraculous diversity
showing to results from sectarian differences: creed and figh consequences.

Results from this study demonstrated reasons why interpreters
differed regarding referential pronoun, and reviewed efforts exerted by
interpreters in dealing with referential pronoun issues and applying,
specifying, and weighing referential pronoun. This study casts light on such
efforts and suggests imperfections in the applications because of the gap
between theory and practice considering more comprehensive approach
involving different rules, evidence and weighing evidence. This study also
confirmed the rhetoric miraculous aspect of controversial referential
pronoun issues.

The conclusion from this study is that the disputable referential

pronoun deserves further investigation that should be conducted on two
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levels: analytical studies of Koranic Surara that involve the whole Koran as
its replete with pronouns that have questioned references. The other level is
to conduct special studies covering the miraculous aspects of referential
pronouns since the difference in the referential pronoun is a sort of rhetoric

miraculous areas that needs separate studies.
Keywords: Referential Pronoun-Critical Analytical-Reasons of

Dispute Weigh Reference-Effects of Difference



