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believe, than has been recognized up to now, they continue to
form substantial elements of the genre. The camel section, on
the other hand, once the nucleus of tribal fakhe and a
weighty, elaborate part of the panegyrical ode, forst changes
in function, then gradually dwindles away, and finaly
disappears. From a diachronistic point of view it is, therefore,
the most interesting part of the gasida. By examining the
process of change n its successive phase, it should be possible
to obtain a clearer notion of an important development in
Arabic literary history, i.e. the transformation of the
pre-Islamic tribal ode into the courtly ode of medieval Islam”.
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“Froma diachronistic point of view it is, therefore, the most
interesting part of the gasida”.
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two motifs relating to the erotic theme. Both are highly
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“The erotic prologue of this ode contains the camp-side
motif, transition Al (VV.6-7) implies continuation of the
poet's journey. As transition B states his destination, we
receive the impression that nasib, wasf and madh form a
narrative sequence, interrupted by descriptive passages. The
same interpretation is possible with regard to Nabighas's ode
(No.V). His diwan, moreover, contains a short passage in
which all three phases of the narrative sequence are referred
to in the shortest possible way”.
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The treatment of the caml-theme in this passage suggests a

later poet, but that would not disprove the point lam trying to

make, namely, that the panegyrical ode was sometimes
envisaged as a narrative segquence.
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“We are used to explaining many changes in Umayyad poetry
as an effect of Ilam and the ensuing socia upheaval , but
lam convinced that at least some of them can be traced back
to an earlier period , and have to be understood as a

development parallel to the rise of 1slam. The panegyrical ode
seeme to be acasein question”.
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“In addition, a new type of gasida was slowly emerging, as

evidenced by the diwén of two leading poets of successive
generations: A'shd maimin and al-hutai‘ah”.
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severa technigues of developing the travel- theme, which are
partly to be explained as an elaboration of transition B”.
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“Towards the end of the century the panegyrical function
became gradually more important to professional poets, who
consequently began, whether consciously or intuitively, to
adapt the ode to their requirements. The task could not have
been altogether easy, for it implied decomposition, as it were,
of a perfect form. Several solutions were tried out, some of
them of permanent value. One way of changing the

traditional form, which had been realized by N?bighah and
Zuhair already, was to omit the camel-section”.
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“With this fina touch added by Umayyad court-poets, the
transformation of the tribal ode into the courtly ode is

comlete. There is aso doubt that this is the form described by
Ibn Qutaiba. His characterization quoted above (p.4) fits
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exactly the Umayyad rahil form two different themes in
content and function. Another argument supporting our
identification can be derived from an examination of Ibn
Quitaiba’s description of the nasib whose relavant parts | have
quoted”.
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“Elsewhere in his Histoire de la littérature arabe Blachere
expressed his view that pre-Islamic odes had been stylized or
adjusted in the course of transmission according to the norm
of the gas?da " réguliére " of Ibn Qutaiba. We can state with
certainty that his assumption is unfounded in general, if not in
each individual case. As has been established, the pre-Islamic
gas?da or tribal ode constitutes a different type of poem, a
previous stage of development, from which the Umayyad ode
has gradually emerged. If this is true, the pre-Islamic ode
must be authentic asaform”.
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“the pre-Islamic gas?da or tribal ode constitutes a different
type of poem”.
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“1f we compare the frequency of the different types to that of
the Umayyad period”.
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“It has been further established that 1bn Qutaiba's description

of the gas?da does not fit the tribal ode, but it is to be
identified with the panegyrical ode of the umayyad period”.
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