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Abstract
'Man in pre-Isiamic poetry,in the Light of

modern studies'

by
Atef Mohammed Mustafa Kana'an

Supervised by
Professor Mahmoud Al-Samra

The pre-Islamic poetry is regarded a productive and abundant material to study
man from his various aspects-in his special and general world, and in his relationship
with the land and universe around him, through his special poetic speech. These
relationships that are formulated through the visions of man to his environment. This
research is studying this poetic heritage in new outlook, where man is looked upon as

the main core.

The pre-Islamic man moves to his land from his own starting points-his
materialistic and spiritual needs. Since poetry in that period of time was nearly the only
instrument to express these needs, it became a basic material to any scholar searching

in the starting points of that man, and to discover his internal and external world.

The research here is distributed on the different world's, which used to touch
the pre-Islamic man in his belief-the formulation of life and death visions, through
penetrating and exploring the spiritual and mental relationships, that were related by
the pre-Islamic man in his poetry addressing the earth and sky. I then tried to search in
his personal behavior, and in his personal and tribal relationships, and with his relations

with woman, and in dealing with things and materials around him.

All these steps and procedures taken by me, to enable approaching and

comprehending the real thinking of the pre-Islamic man, and then to relate this to man

in general.

The main and most important duty and challenge for the pre-Islamic man in

-~ -
general was searching for his needs and joining them to his real existence, so that if the
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time and place elements evaded him, and made him face the nature around him alone
by him self, hoping to change the bitter and miserable existence around him, and to

change it into another existence where he could find himself in.

The pre-Islamic man is like any other man in this universe, tried to deal with
his own real existence through the comprehensive humanistic vision, which aims to
dominate over things, and for- umlauting them to serve his purpose and objectives. In

addition to the various human relations which formulated the pre-Islamic society in a

special social symmetry.

Trying to penetrate the depth of pre-Islamic man was apparently a main objective
for this research. Poetry was a very distinctive meaning revealing the real feeling of
that man towards himself and those around him, or to relate to things in nature or in
sky with his own existence, in a mental philosophy, where the pre-Islamic attitude
towards it is already crystailized. This is usually reached through examining the various
types of expressions of the human psycho, and to join them with the essential materialistic

and spiritual needs of that man, then to study their aesthetic methods.
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